
 

 

Principalôs Report 
N EW  SCHOOL  SERVICES  & N ETWORKING  PROGRAMS  
Last week our schoolôs Parents and Friends Association formally dissolved and the 
services undertaken by P & F were handed over to Community Liaison Committee.  
Unfortunately, whilst we have always had many willing helpers for the P & F 
Services, we have not been able to maintain a committee to oversee these services. 
In recent times a great deal of the organisation of  P & F has been the responsibility 
of  Simone Crighton, a role far too big for one person. On behalf of the school I 
would like to thank Simone for the great work she has done over the past couple of 
years keeping the P & F services going.  

At last weekôs Community Liaison Committee a new portfolio called School Services 
was formed. All the services formally coordinated by P & F will now be overseen by 
the Community Liaison Committee. These services include: Swap Shop, Lost 
Property, Student Banking, Family Life Program, New Families Picnic, Family Camp 
and Motherôs Day and Fatherôs Day Breakfasts. 

 In addition, it was decided to set up another new portfolio of Community Liaison 
called Family Networking. The aim of this new portfolio is to coordinate a range of 
activities aimed at building the family connections within our school. Our goal will be 
to have at least one main family networking activity every Term. This Term it will be 
the Family Bush dance and next Term it will be our School Community Social 
Evening. 

Incorporated in Family Networking will be the Class Contact program, which was 
formally run by P & F. In addition, we hope to set up a óFamily Networkingô part of 
our website, whereby family activities can be advertised and shared. Families may 
also use this forum to share ideas, seek information from one another, and offer 
advice and support to other families. We also aim for óFamily Networkingô to liaise 
with our new families as they join our school. These changes at school have come 
about, in part, from the Parent Engagement Working Party that has been in 
operation this year. If you would like to help establish our new óFamily Networkingô 
program, please feel free to join us at our next Parent Engagement Working Party 
meeting which will be held in the staffroom on Tuesday 4

th
 August, at 7 pm.  

We are seeking a parent who has an interest in Family Networking to help 
coordinate this new aspect of Community Liaison. The role would entail liaising with 
fellow parents, sharing ideas and putting forward suggestions for families to network 
across the school. 

We are also seeking someone to take on the role as School Services Coordinator. 
This person will liaise with each of the activity leaders to see the activity is up and 
running, and to follow up with the Community Liaison Committee if assistance is 
required. If you are interested in helping out with either of these roles, please speak 
to one of the parents on Community Liaison Committee; Helen Sinnott or Sue 
Morton or e-mail Neil Sproal, via the school e-mail address. We believe these new 
initiatives are a great way to build family engagement at our school. Next week we 
will publish more information about our School Services Program. 
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SPECIAL  DATES  OF  

I NTEREST :  

 

Term 3  

 Tuesday 28th & Thursday 30th July  

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 

for Year 5/6 
Tuesday 28th July 

School Council Meeting at 7.00pm 

Wednesday 29th July 

OAC (CRE) Years 3 to 6 Incursion  

Year 3/4 Family Life Night at 6.30pm 

and 7.45pm 
Monday 3rd to Friday 10th August  

Footy Week 

Tuesday 4th August  

Parent Engagement Working Party at 

7pm 
Thursday 6th August 

Year 3/4 Hoop Time 

Monday 10th August 

Year 1/2 Excursion to CERES Gp 1 

Tuesday 11th August 

Year 1/2 Excursion to CERES Gp 2 

Education & Community Liaison 

Meeting at 7.00pm 
Wednesday 12th August 

Opera Incursion for the whole school 

Saturday 15th August  

Family Bush Dance 

Monday 17th to Friday 21st August  

Book Week 

Tuesday 18th August 

Facilities & Finance Meeting at 

7.00pm 
Thursday 20th August 

Reading Together Is Magic (RTIM) 

Term 4 
Friday 4th December 

Parent/Community Helpers Morning 

Tea 
Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th 

December 

School Concert 

Wednesday 16th December 

Year 6 Graduation 

2009 Term Dates  

Term 3  
13th July - 18th September 

Term 4  
5th October - 18th December 

 

Continued next page. 



 

 

ACE- H I  CAMP  
Best wishes to our Year 5/6 Team who have travelled to Ace-Hi Camp on the Mornington Peninsula this week. We look 
forward to hearing of their adventures when they return on Friday. The ócampersô are due back at school around 3.30pm on 
Friday. 

STATE  CROSS  COUNTRY  CHAMPIONSHIPS  
On Friday three of our students will be competing in the 2009 State Cross Country Championships at Bundoora. Best 
wishes to the three children; Jeremy Kirkham, Tara Curran and Ashleigh Gould. 

 

Have a great week, 

Neil Sproal.  
Principal  

EDUCATION  MAINTENANCE  ALLOWANCE  
 

The second instalment (eligibility date 13th July 2009) of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment is due from 
mid August onwards for those parents/guardians who have chosen the EFT payment option on their application form at the 
start of the year. Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA application at the beginning of the year do not need to lodge 
another EMA application to receive the second instalment EMA payment. If you are a new parent to the school please call at 
the General Office to collect an application form. 

Any parent/guardian wishing to change from a cheque payment to an EFT payment will need to submit a new application 

form to school for processing. Applications close on 7th August 2009 . 

Parents/guardians who have chosen the cheque payment option will receive their payment from late August/early 
September. 

Further information can be obtained from: www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/default.htm or contact the 
General Office at school. 

Prep Design Workshops were a huge success!  

Last Friday, the Prep children all took part in design workshops as a 

part of their Inquiry Learning unit, òDesign It! Make It! Test It! Fix It! 

Use It!ó 

There were workshops exploring the skills involved in Clay design, 

Sewing, Knitting, Costume Design, Puppet Making, Kite Making and 

Photography. 

The students will be able to apply their newly learnt skills when they 

complete their own designs throughout the term.  

Many thanks to Kylie and Andrew OõToole, Virginia Millard, Jo Gould and Louisa Zaghis for coming along and sharing 

their expertise.  

 

 



 

 

Christian Religious Education (CRE) WNPS 2009 

 

The OAC Ministry and Drama Team are retuning to WNPS in Term 3 to present: 

ñFINDING A FRIENDò 

This Incursion will be presented to Year 3 to 6 classes on Wednesday 29
th
 July 2009. To cover the costs a donation of $2 

is requested to be handed to your classroom teacher by Tuesday 28
th
 July. 

All children enrolled for CRE in Years 3 to 6 will attend this presentation. If your child(ren) are not enrolled for CRE and you 
would like them to attend, please send a note to their class teacher. 

Please contact one of the CRE team or Wendy Emin if you would like more information. 

Wendy Johnson and Astrid Jasper  

9397 2008               9397 8035                        

CRE team leaders  

 

ñFINDING A FRIENDò CRE Incursion 29
th

 July 2009  

 

Name :_____________________________________________ Class:_____________________________ 

 

Please find $2 enclosed to cover the costs of presentation. 

A BIG THANK YOU FROM THE STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AT GILI TRAWANGAN PRIMARY SCHOOL......  

  

Our recent trip to Gili Trawangan Island in Indonesia was made all the more 
special, as we were able to deliver over 100 kilos of stationery, English 
books, pencils, and even tennis balls to the local Primary School. All this 
was achieved thanks to the generosity of those who kindly donated in the 
weeks prior to our departure. 
The Altona library also 
donated three boxes of 
reading books and this 
certainly increased the 
schools English library, from 
about ten books to over 
eighty! It was an eye opener 
to visit the school and see 
their basic, cramped facilities 

with limited resources, and it certainly made our children realise how 
fortunate they were with the facilities at Willy North. They were most 
concerned when we said they had to spend a day at the local school doing 
exams with the children! 

 

The students have drawn beautiful pictures with their names, age and 'likes' 
using the pencils, rulers and crayons that were given. These will be on 
display outside the library, along with a few photos of the school and 
students. I encourage students, teachers and parents to have a look at some 
of these drawings, and see how a bit of giving and generosity goes a long 
way to helping others not so fortunate as us. 

 

Once again thank you to those who took the time and effort to donate to 
the Gili school.  

Sincerely, the Coulson,Sargant and Williams families. 


