
 

 

Principalôs Report 
 

N EW  SCHOOL  SERVICES  
Last week in the Newsletter we made mention of the new School Services Program 
that is in operation. As we mentioned this program replaces the P&F Association 
Program, however, the same activities will still occur. 

Here is a list of the School Services Programs and the parents who currently 
coordinate these activities. If you would like to assist with one of these programs 
please let us know at the office and we will pass on your details to the coordinator. 
Several of the Programs do not have a coordinator, nor do we have a person to 
oversee the Program in general. Again, if you are willing to assist with coordinating a 
program or overseeing the School Services Program, please call at the office or e-
mail us at the school. 

Service:      Coordinator:  

Lost Property    Sue Morton 

Uniform Shop/Swap Shop  Veronica Hillhouse/Wendy Pelns 

Sick Bay Cleaning     Vicki Marino 

Student Banking     Simone Crighton 

Family Life     Virginia Becker Scott/Yvonne Conrad 

Family Camp    Mark McKenzie 

New Families/Preps Picnic  Tania Brown 

Fresh Fruit Friday    Jacqui Koolen 

Mothers Day Breakfast    Vacant 

Fatherôs Day Breakfast    Vacant 

DANCE - ATHON  AND  BUSH  DANCE  
All families by now should have received information about the upcoming Dance-a-
thon and the Bush Dance. The Dance-a-thon is our fundraiser for this Term. It is on 
Friday 7

th
 August. All children will join in and learn some new dances. This will be 

terrific preparation for those who are going along to the Bush Dance on Saturday 
15

th
 August. The Bush Dance is our School Social activity for Term 3. Tickets for the 

Bush dance are now on sale.    

ACE- H I  CAMP : T HANK  TO  STAFF  AND  PARENTS  
It has been wonderful to hear about the fantastic time our Year 5/6 Team had at Ace
- Hi Camp last week. Our thanks and appreciation to Felicity Minton, the Camp 
Coordinator, to all the Year 5/6 teachers and staff; Kim, Anne-Marie, Olivia, Stewart, 
Kylie, Mel and Belinda, and to the parents who gave up their week to assist with the 
camp. Thank you to Ruairi OôDuil, Brett Young, Vin Maskell, Simon Luketic, Fiona 
McDonald, Katherine Hubbard, Mary Vlahos, Veronica Hillhouse and Linda Weston. 
You assistance was greatly appreciated. 
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SPECIAL  DATES  OF  

I NTEREST :  

 

Term 3  

Wednesday 29th July 

Year 3/4 Family Life Night at 6.30pm 

and 7.45pm 
Monday 3rd to Friday 10th August  

Footy Week 

Tuesday 4th August  

Parent Engagement Working Party at 

7pm 
Thursday 6th August 

Year 3/4 Hoop Time 

Monday 10th August 

Year 1/2 Excursion to CERES Gp 1 

Tuesday 11th August 

Year 1/2 Excursion to CERES Gp 2 

Education & Community Liaison 

Meeting at 7.00pm 
Wednesday 12th August 

Opera Incursion for the whole school 

Saturday 15th August  

Family Bush Dance 

Monday 17th to Friday 21st August  

Book Week 

Tuesday 18th August 

Facilities & Finance Meeting at 

7.00pm 
Thursday 20th August 

Reading Together Is Magic (RTIM) 

Term 4 
Friday 4th December 

Parent/Community Helpers Morning 

Tea 
Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th 

December 

School Concert 

Wednesday 16th December 

Year 6 Graduation 

 

2009 Term Dates  

Term 3  
13th July - 18th September 

Term 4  
5th October - 18th December 

 

 

Continued next page. 



 

 

CROSS  COUNTRY  CHAMPIONSHIP  
Congratulations to our three competitors in last Fridayôs State Cross Country Championships. Jeremy, Tara and Ashleigh 
did a terrific job in representing their school in this state championship. We are very proud of their efforts. A very big thank 
you to Nick Sher for his support for all children who participated in Cross Country this year. To get three children to the 
State Championship Level is an amazing result.  

FAMILY  ENGAGEMENT  óSTOP - START - CONTINUE ô BOARD  
The Family Engagement Working Party introduced a feedback board in the corridor outside the Resource Centre last term 
and we received a great deal of input from family members in relation to the Family Engagement Dimensions displayed on 
the board. The Working Party has been processing this feedback and we will use this data to develop our Family 
Engagement Plan for 2010. Our next meeting at school for the Working Party is on Tuesday 4

th
 August at 7 pm in the 

Staffroom.  As always, all parents are most welcome to join us for the Working Party. 

We are continuing to use the óStop-Start-Continueô Board as a means of following up concerns and suggestions from 
community members. Where we can, we will address the feedback via the Newsletter. 

In the past week the following matters have been raised on the Feedback Board: 

1. Could we please give more notice of the timeslots for PTS Conferences so that working mums and dads can attend. 

Reply:  We will endeavour to look at this for our next scheduled PTS conferences which will be in February 2010. 
Suffice to say, that if family members are not able to attend at the scheduled time for a conference, please have a 
chat to your childôs teacher. They may be able to re-schedule for another time 

2. Can you either stop Thumbs Up Awards or acknowledge all nominees.  

 Reply: Getting a nomination for a Thumbs Up Award is regarded by the school as an important achievement. All 
nomination forms are stamped and returned to each child to be placed in their Learning Diary/Portfolio as a record of 
their achievement. A Thumbs Up award nominee is chosen each week, from each level of the school, to be 
acknowledged at Assembly as a means of promoting the five ókeysô which form part of the You Can Do It! Program. 
Our children get to know the behaviours which are linked to each of the keys. We encourage all families to praise 
their child and commend them on receiving a Thumbs Up nomination. It is something for them all to be very proud of. 

 

Have a great week, 

Neil Sproal.  
Principal  
 

 

EDUCATION  MAINTENANCE  ALLOWANCE  
 

The second instalment (eligibility date 13th July 2009) of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment is due 
from mid August onwards for those parents/guardians who have chosen the EFT payment option on their application form 
at the start of the year. Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA application at the beginning of the year do not need to 
lodge another EMA application to receive the second instalment EMA payment. If you are a new parent to the school 
please call at the General Office to collect an application form. 

Any parent/guardian wishing to change from a cheque payment to an EFT payment will need to submit a new application 

form to school for processing. Applications close on 7th August 2009 . 

Parents/guardians who have chosen the cheque payment option will receive their payment from late August/early 
September. 

Further information can be obtained from: www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/default.htm or contact 
the General Office at school. 

    

   MOBILE PHONE COLLECT ION  

    óTAKING  ACTION ô 
As part of out Inquiry unit Year 2L is collecting mobile phones to help save gorillas from 
extinction. Our reliance on mobile phones is driving gorillas to extinction. 

The Mountain Gorilla which lives in the Virunga mountains bordering Rwanda, Uganda and the 
Congo is under continued threat from poaching, land clearing and mining. 

Coltan, a mineral found in mobile phones is mined extensively in this area and it is in fact one of 
the few areas on earth that this mineral can be found. Recycling of old mobile phones reduces 
the need for mining this mineral, and hence slows or stops the process. 

Please bring your old mobile phones to school and place them in the box outside the General Office by August 30th. 

Thank you, 2L.  



 

 

Drug    Education - Did   you   Know?  

 

It is important to remember that the overwhelming majority of Australian 

youth do not use illicit drugs. For those who do, it is usually part of 

experimentation and not to harmful levels. 

Williamstown Juniors U/9 Red  

 

This season, I played football for the Williamstown Juniors with some other children from our school. Our coach, Mark 
Smyth, helped us a lot. Every Wednesday, we trained really hard. We played every team in our league and we beat them 
all, so we were undefeated for the year. Our team was the U/9 Red. The players in the team included Felix Sutter, Nick 
Provest, Mitchell Zadel, Liam Dawson, Zayne Wallace, Charlie Carter, Alex Lonie, Jack Pelns Ross, Archie Kirkland, 
Cameron Jackson, Harry Pfluger, Will Smyth, Ethan Gialitis, Steven Georgiou and Ben Gunn. 

 

Felix Sutter 

 

 

 

 

 

Cassandra:             Ace Hi Camp, what can we say,  

Ally:             Weõll come back on holidays. 

Ally:                            Gentle horses and staff too,  

Cassandra:     They all sure look after you.  

Cassandra:          You can hear 50 horsesõ hooves on the ground, 

Ally:                            Trotting, strutting, cantering around.  

Ally:                            From the Flying Fox, you see arrows up ahead,  

Cassandra:          Heading for the target and hitting in the red.  

Cassandra:           Sitting ôround the fire, making Aussie damper, 

Ally & Cassandra:  Thatõs the life of an Ace Hi camper!!!! 

 

Alexandra Palleologoudias and Cassandra Vlahos wrote a song about Ace Hi Camp and won the talent contest.  



 

 

WHATôS HAPPENING IN SPECIALISTS ? 

ICT  

The Prep children will insert pictures into a document and use a speech bubble to write some text. 

The Year 1 & 2 children are finishing off their Inquiry learnings table. For classes that have finished this, they 
will explore Comic Life applications and practise using the webcam to take photos 

The Year 3 & 4 children will finish off  their VENN diagram. Students who finish these will get to explore Comic Life. 

The Year 5/6 students are using Microsoft Publisher to create a brochure about Ace-High Camp. The children have used 
the Campôs website to research and summarise relevant information to include, used a rubric to direct them with the 
expectations required, and have started to add photos from their school experience. 

symons.vicki.v@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

  VISUAL ART  

This week in Art the Year 3 & 4 students are continuing to work on their letter 
design. They have  been introduced to counter change in design, based on a letter 
from their name. Their work focuses on light and dark shades, repeated patterns, 
and positive and negative images. The students created a graphic template and 
traced this into the grids they had created. Each grid was divided into sections 
and coloured in light and dark shades. This is a very impressive piece of work.  

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

The Year 5/6ôs have begun their unit on óUltimate Frisbeeô. Ultimate Frisbee is a fantastic, fast moving, limited contact 
team sport played with a 175 gram flying disc (Frisbee). The object of the game is to score points by passing the disc to a 
player in the opposing end zone, similar to an end zone in American Football or Rugby. The children are learning how to 
throw and catch a Frisbee and have begun to adapt these skills to game situations. 

STATE CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Well done to Jeremy Kirkham, Ashleigh Gould and Tara Curran as they competed in the State Cross Country 
Championships at Bundoora Park last Friday. They were competing against some very talented athletes, and although 
they did not finish high up in the placings, all three of our Willy North children ran very fast times. 

Nathan Pearce, who completed Year 6 at Willy North last year, finished 7
th
 in his age group, which is an amazing effort. His 

time of 10.44 minutes will probably see him represent Victoria in the Australian Cross Country Championships. 

Thank you to all the children who participated in Cross Country this year, it was a pleasure to coach you. Thank you also to 
all parents, grandparents and friends who helped and supported at trials and events, and who made sure their children 
were at training bright and early. 

DEFENCE FORCE LAKE ATTACK  

Notices will go to children interested in competing in the Defence Force Lake Attack, which is a 5km run around Albert Park 
Lake, next week. The event is held annually, and this year it is on Sunday 30

th
 August. A couple of parents have expressed 

interest in organising an Open Team consisting of parents. If you are interested in competing in the Defence Force Lake 
Attack, please read this space next week for more details. 

 

JAPANESE  

The Year 3 & 4 students have been learning how to write their names in Katakana and now know how to ask someone 
what their name is and to answer in Japanese. They have been having a lot of fun learning how to pronounce their names 
in the Japanese way - keep up those great Japanese accents everyone!  

The children have made some fantastic bookmarks, putting their Katakana names on them as a way to remember how to 
write them. They have decorated and laminated their bookmarks with some brilliant results. The Katakana writing skills on 
display have been amazing!   
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