
 

 

 

Principalôs Report 
 

BUSH  DANCE : S ATURDAY  
This coming Saturday, 15

th
 August, we are holding a Family Bush Dance in the 

Gym. Lots of preparation has taken place by Jodie Keating and her team of helpers. 
It is sure to be a terrific night of family fun and entertainment. If you are still keen on 
attending and havenôt purchased your family ticket, you can still so by contacting the 
ladies in the General Office at school.  

DANCE - A- THON  
Thank you to all those families who have assisted their children with sponsorship  for 
last weekôs Dance-a-thon. Families have until the end of next week to return 
sponsorship forms and money to school. There will be spot prizes given over the 
next week and then several prizes allocated for every class across the school. This 
is our major fundraiser for the Term.  

GROUNDS  UPDATE  
Work is progressing well with the Junior Playground. The new edging and seating 
has been installed and the Astro-turf will be laid in the next week or so.  Astro-turf 
will also be laid under the new Prep Pergola shortly, and this area will be out of 
bounds whilst this takes place. The Preps will line up and dismiss from outside the 
Library at this time.   

HOBSON ôS VOICE  
Congratulations and well done to the children who participated in the Hobsonôs 
Voice performance at Williamstown Town Hall last Sunday. Many thanks to Fran 
McCormick for coordinating our Choir and supporting the children on the day. The 
children were particularly pleased to have had the assistance of Mr Doug Haywood, 
renowned for his leadership of the Choir at the annual Carols by Candlelight 
performance.  

SCHOOL  COMMUNITY  SOCIAL  EVENING  
Tickets are now on sale for the schoolôs annual Social Evening in the Town Hall. 
This is a highlight on the schoolôs annual calendar of events and is sure to be a big 
hit. Make  sure you set aside Friday 16

th
 October and get a table together. 

FAMILY  ENGAGEMENT  W ORKING  PARTY  
The next meeting of the  Family Engagement Working Party will be next Tuesday 
evening at 7pm in the Staffroom. We will be looking at the draft strategy that is being 
developed. All parents are welcome to attend. 

 

Have a great week, 

Neil Sproal.  
Principal  
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SPECIAL  DATES  OF  

I NTEREST :  

 

Term 3  

 
Saturday 15th August  

Family Bush Dance 

Monday 17th to Friday 21st August  

Book Week 

Tuesday 18th August 

Family Engagement Meeting at 7pm 

Thursday 20th August 

Reading Together Is Magic (RTIM) 

Monday 24th to Friday 28th August 

FOOTY WEEK 

Footy Lunch: Monday 17th Prep 

Tuesday 18th Year 3/4 
    Monday 24th Year 1/2  
    Tuesday 25th Year 5/6 

Tuesday 25th August 

Facilities & Finance Meeting at 

7.00pm 
Thursday 27th August 

Art Show (evening) 

Monday 31st August to Wednesday 
2nd September 

Year 3/4 Camp - 4P, 4I & 3N 

Tuesday 1st September 

School Council Meeting 

Wednesday 2nd to Friday 4th 
September  

Year 3/4 Camp - 4S, 4K & 3V 

Term 4 
 

Friday 16th October 

Social Evening at the Williamstown 

Town Hall 
Friday 4th December 

Parent/Community Helpers Morning 

Tea 
Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th 

December 

School Concert 

Wednesday 16th December 

Year 6 Graduation 

 

2009 Term Dates  

Term 3  
13th July - 18th September 

Term 4  
5th October - 18th December 

 

 



 

 

 

FEEDBACK  FROM  THE  COMMUNITY  START -STOP - CONTINUE  BOARD  
 
This week the following suggestions have been posted on the board. 

Could all notices and permission slips please be accessible on the school website?  

Reply: This is something that we are endeavouring to do. All Teaching Teams have been requested to forward a copy of 
Team level notices to Louise for attaching to the Calendar section of the Newsletter. If you misplace a notice check the 
Calendar. 

I would really like the opportunity to learn more about parenting school age children, especially children starting 

school.     

Reply:  We have run session like this over the past couple of years. Dr Kay Margetts, from Melbourne Uni, has been a 
regular visitor to our school and addressed this topic. We are planning to have Kay conduct a session on parent children 
starting school in February next year, 2010. We are also investigating websites that are good references for Parenting. 

WHEN THE CHIPS ARE D OWNéTHE NETBALL SQUAD CLEANS UP! 
 

Last Term, Gertie, my eldest daughter got fired up about playing Netball at school. She let me know that she was going in 
the Netball Team, to play some matches against some local schools in a Friday afternoon competition. I asked Gertie if I 
could come down and watch the two games and see her and her mates play. Courtside there was a lot of excitement, 
nerves, activity and chaos in preparation for the matches. The girls and boys were shouting stuff like ñwho is playing where?, 
Where can the Wing Defence go?, What is travel anyway? and I want to play Goal Attack ócos I always play defence on 
Saturdays.ò 

 

With Miss Olivia managing the team and Yvonne expertly umpiring, we watched on as Willy North Team A and B, ran, 
dodged, threw, screamed, stood and watched, tried their hearts out, sweated and fumbled their way through two matches. 
By the end of the day, I watched a great bunch of enthusiastic, yet bamboozled bunch of kids look a bit shell shocked. In 
technical terms they got hammered, coming 2

nd
 in both games by, lets say, ósignificant marginsô. I saw the kids, a bit puffed, 

confused and disappointed that their efforts werenôt rewarded with fabulous victories, Cups or ribbons, or at least cheers and 
songs! I have to admit, my competitive drive came out and I saw many of the kids, even after enjoying the run around, a bit 
disappointed. Frankly, I could not stand by and watch a great bunch of kids with loads of skills (somewhat unearthed) & 
enthusiasm get hammered for five Fridays in a row. 

 

As shy as I am, I put my services forward and asked the kids and Miss Olivia, if they wanted to get better we might want to 
practise and then practise some more, quickly. We set a heavy regime of Tuesday morning, Wednesday lunchtime and 
Thursday morning before school. We practised drills, tuned up on rules, and had a lot of fun doing team stuff and 
experimented playing kids in different positions. I think kids and adults walking past thought it was weird when there were 
calls of órun to space, throw to spaceô. Maybe they thought we were Star Trek/Star Wars freaksé.ôwhateverô as the kids say. 

 

We practised, and the kids worked hard and seemed to get better and better, individually and as a group. The main thing 
was that we had a lot of fun along the way! Girls and boys, whether they had never played before, or had played a lot, really 
improved, tried new skills out and gelled in the teams. I observed a growing level of skills and confidence over the five 
weeks. By the end, the kids were organising and umpiring their own lunchtime matches and really flying into it, self starters 
as they say! They got better and better until in the last match both teams were really skilled and competitive winning both 
games and looking like they new how to play even better. Then the swine flu drama bumped the last match in the five week 
competition, so the kids played each other and a few parents joined in for fun! I loved seeing these girls and boys flying into 
it, developing skills, confidence and passion for team activity, and what they could achieve individually and as a group. 

As you can see, we had a party at the end to celebrate. Thanks for the cards and chocolates Team, but my favourite 
moments was seeing parents, nanas and kids talking excitedly courtside while the game bounced along. 

Well done team members one and all! 

Here is the challenge: a Parent/Teacher team plays the Netball kids - grudge match 
before the end of term. We could play for a Cup or Trophy, what do you reckon? Are 
you up to the challenge Team? Get practising folks! You can do it! 

 

Cheers, Scott Hall 



 

 

WHATôS HAPPENING IN SPECIALISTS ? 

 

VISUAL ART  

The Prep students have been creating Robots using a variety of geometric shapes. They used metallic 
paper to cut out the shapes and focused on body joins, parts and gears. The students decided on the gender 

and materials used to make their robot.  

The Salvador Dali exhibition is on at the National Gallery of Victoria at the moment and many students have a 
keen interest in his work. If you are looking for an enjoyable family activity, a visit to the Gallery is great. 

 

JAPANESE  

The Year 5/6 students' Excursion to see the performance of óSadako and the Thousand 
Paper Cranesô was a huge success, thanks largely to our wonderful team of 5/6 teachers 
and the parent helpers who attended on the day, not to mention our wonderfully behaved 
Year 5/6 students!  As a newcomer to WPNS, I 
was really impressed! Well done to all those 
students who went along to see the 
performance. In the past weeks we've had 
some interesting class discussions about the 
play, and I'm pleased to report that students 
have already started working on their various 
projects in response to seeing the 
performance. I'm really grateful to all the 

students for showing such enthusiasm for this topic, and for the pieces they are 
going to produce. I really hope I can arrange for the students' work to be 
displayed a the end of Term, as I'm very excited about seeing the end results of 
their hard work.   

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

The Prep children  for the past few weeks have been playing games that involve dodging and changing direction. They 
have been dodging in and out of poles and jumping from left to right to left foot, landing on a sequence of numbers. They 
have been playing games such as óToilet Tiggyô, óOctopus in the Toiletô, óLine Tiggyô, óRats and Rabbitsô and circuits that 
involve dodging. The Prepôs have been enjoying their Physical Education lessons. 

JUNIOR  HOOP  T IME  
Last Thursday, the Junior Basketball Hoop Time teams ventured out to the Altona Basketball Centre to compete in our 
local competition. The boys and girls from Williamstown North certainly did themselves and our school proud. The Girls 
Team made the Semi Finals and the Boys Team made the Grand Final, only to lose in a thrilling game that went into extra 
time. The Mixed Team went through to the Grand Final undefeated. They claimed victory against Wembley Primary in a 
nail biting game. Towards the end of the year the Mixed Team will play off in the Regional Championships. 

It was a pleasure to see all children from Willy North displaying sportsmanship throughout the whole competition, no matter 
whether they won or lost. 

A huge thank you must go to our Supercoaches - Kate Bettiol and Brett Gould. Thank you also to Sue Breedon, Jo Gould, 
Michelle McQuade and Scott Pannell for scoring. 

DEFENCE  FORCE  LAKE  ATTACKðPARENT  TEAMS  
If you are interested in joining with some fellow parents to get a team together for the Defence Force Lake Attack, please 
complete the form below and hand it in to the General Office no later than Friday 14

th
August, or contact Fiona Lomas via e-

mail at lomasfiona@hotmail.com. You may like to check out the website on http://www.starttofinish.com.au/default.aspx?
s=eventdisplay&id=189 or go to  http://www.starttofinish.com.au and follow the links. 

 

DEFENCE FORCE LAKE ATTACK  PARENT TEAM REPLY SLIP  

 

PARENT NAME:________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CONTACT NUMBER:_______________________________E-MAIL ADDRESS:_____________________________________________ 

 

NAME OF ELDEST CHILD:_________________________________________________________ CLASS:________________________ 

 

mailto:lomasfiona@hotmail.com
http://www.starttofinish.com.au/default.aspx?s=eventdisplay&id=189
http://www.starttofinish.com.au/default.aspx?s=eventdisplay&id=189
http://www.starttofinish.com.au/


 

 

Drug    Education - Did   you   Know?  

Students are better prepared for learning when they are healthy, safe and happy. 

All children and young people need support as they grow towards adulthood 

to help them develop as healthy, secure and resilient people. 

Performing Arts @ Willy North  

 
ACT 1; The Opera comes to Willy North  

On Wednesday the corridors of Willy North were filled with the beautiful music from the gorgeous Opera - The Sound  

Garden.  

The childrenôs responses to this musical experience will be in next weekôs Newsletter. 

In the Performing Arts sessions, the children have been exposed to a range of teaching and learning 

activities based on The Sound Garden. These include; 

listening for different instruments/sounds and rhythms,  

moving to different rhythmic patterns  

discussing the elements of an Opera, in particular how the story of The Sound Garden   
    contains many elements common to a Fairytale or Fantasy story. 

The Sound Garden  highlights how good musical experiences are very important for our children. 

ACT 2; Our Children performed at Hobson Voice  

On Sunday, we performed along with many other children from local School Choirs, at Hobson Voice ï A Concert at the 
Williamstown Town Hall. The Concert opened with a mass Choir of children singing ñConsider Yourselfò. We later 
performed two songs - ñNew Soulò followed by ñRockinô all Over the Worldò. 

Well done to the following children: Paris and Olivia Wright, Felix Mallard, Mia Yarnall, 
Annaliese Branecki, Emily Galic, Liam Conrad, Tara Curran, Hayden Brewer, Aiden Miller, 
Genevieve Carroll, Stephanie Chadwick and the Triple Treats - Cassandra, Nikki and Serena 

Vlahos,  

Heartfelt thanks to Susanne Branecki for helping backstage all day, especially with those last minute 
hitches that invariably happen on performance day. Also special thanks to Dave and Jane Mallard 
and Greg and Mary Vlahos for organising the musical equipment.  It was an uplifting day. 

Finale  

I am Fran McCormick and I will end this weekôs Performing Arts update with the inspirational words from Zoltan Kodaly, 
a Hungarian composer and educationalist. 

ñReal art is one of the most powerful forces in the rise of mankind, and he 

who renders it accessible to as many people as possible is a benefactor of 

humanity ò 

ICT  

This week the children will all be continuing with their activities. 

Learning to type is a life long tool and at an early age we can start children becoming familiar with the 
keyboard. Below are two typing websites that are easy and fun to use é and both are FREE. 

Some students in Year 1 & 2 have been introduced to Dance Mat (A fun colourful website with animation and games 
introducing touch typing to children aged 7 to 11). 

Use this link to access Dance Mat http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/   

or try http://www.touch-typing-tutor.com/10FingerBreakOut-FreeTypingGame.htm 

10 Finger BreakOut is a REAL arcade game, in which you are escaping from invaders, shooting and trying to hit balls. 
This is a very easy and quick to download typing program. 

The SuperClubs Plus program for Years 3 & 4 should be up and running in the next two weeks. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
http://www.touch-typing-tutor.com/10FingerBreakOut-FreeTypingGame.htm


 

 

2009/10 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK COMING TO AN END  

We are winding down the sale of The Entertainment Book. This is the last week  before we finish sales of the 2009/10 
edition. So donôt wait until the last minute, get your book before itôs too late. You can purchase a copy from the General 
Office. Payment of $65 is accepted by credit card, cheque or cash. 

The Entertainment books have been selling really well this year thanks to the support of parents, friends and staff of 
WNPS. Remember for each book sold, $13 goes to WNPS. 

For any queries call Vicki 0425 739 028 or Michelle 0400 998 184 

Cake Stall  

Friday August 14th at 3.30pm 
 

Willy North School Services are asking families in: 
PK, PV, IH, IT, 2B, 20, 3D, 3V, 4I, 4S, 5/6B, 5/6 F  and 5/6M  

to donate something homemade, such as cakes, biscuits, muffins, loaves, slices and sweets to the Cake Stall.  Any fresh 
produce, pickles, preserves, jams or fresh fruit and vegetables will also be gladly accepted.   

Bags containing paper plates have been sent home. We have decided to save paper by sending home just the bag and 
plate. The label/ingredient list can be cut out from below or you can attach your own.  

 

PLEASE LABEL YOUR ITEMS AND INCLUDE A LIST OF ALL INGREDIENTS ON THE FORM PROVIDED 

 

Money raised from the Cake Stall is used to subsidize the Family Life programs. 

Item: 

Ingredients: 

 

 

 

WNPS School Services August 2009 

LOST PROPERTY  
 

To cope with the ever overflowing Lost Property boxes, we have sorted them this week (thanks to Marcia, mum of Sofia 
1R, Virginia, mum of Hugh PM and Jo, mum of Archie 1S, for giving up your time). All named items that we could read 
have been returned via the teachers, and all unnamed items binned or recycled via the Swap Shop. 

There are various non-uniform items, such as balls, blue hoodies and a complete set of clothes, that we have left in Lost 

Property for another fortnight, which will then be cleared. So look now if your have lost anything non -uniform.  

The plan is to try and go through items weekly/fortnightly and return them to their rightful owners, once again via the class 
teacher (sorry teachers!!) All unlabelled items will be disposed of. You have been warned, so please label or relabel 

your childôs clothing. 

Soon, there will be forms available outside the General Office for you to order clothing labels. A percentage of sales will 
go to the school. 

Any volunteers to help on a roster for sorting Lost Property will be gratefully received. It should only take 15 minutes or 
less once a week. 

Thanks, Sue Morton (9397 1470 - leave a message) 



 

 


