
 

 

Friday 18th September - Last Day of Term  

ASSEMBLY AT 2.10PM - EARLY DISMISSAL  AT 2.30PM 

NO LUNCH ORDERS - COUNTER SALES  ONLY 

 

Principalôs Report 
READING  W HATôS NEW  ? 
If you are a regular visitor/helper in our classrooms at school you may have noticed 
that things are different with our approach to Literacy teaching. What hasnôt changed 
is the fact that every class has ten hours of literacy each week. That usually means 
two hours of literacy each day. It may vary from day to day, however, depending on 
the specialist sessions a class may be timetable to have. The two hour literacy block 
still comprises of an hour of Reading and an hour of Writing. In addition, of course, 
lots of other reading takes place throughout the day, as it is an essential element of 
all  subjects. 

Whatôs  the new focus ? 

All State School across the Western Region are working with renowned Literacy 
Expert Dianne Snowball, to strengthen the literacy practices in every school and 
consequently the literacy standard of every student. Dianne Snowball is focusing on 
the reading component of schoolôs Literacy Programs in 2009. She analysed what 
was taking place in the reading hour and found that far too much ónon-readingô 
activities were taking place, and not enough emphasis was being placed on 
preparing every child to be an Independent Reader. One recommendation was for 
every classroom to have its own well stocked ñClassroom Libraryò. The Library must 
contain a wide range of books that every child in the class can choose appropriate 
material from. At our school, all classes have set up their Library and every teacher 
is building their understanding of how to incorporate the Library into the Literacy 
Program. Children are becoming familiar with such terms as ñMy Independent 
Reading Folderò and ñJust Right Booksò. 

Our school has always had a very strong focus on Literacy Learning for all students, 
and our teachers are finding that the work of Dianne Snowball and her team is 
complementing the work they have been doing. All our teachers are undertaking a 
range of Teacher Professional Learning Programs, (some school based, some in 
our school Network; the Hobsonôs Bay Network and some run across the Western 
Region),  to extend their skills in relation to the new Literacy Priorities. The plan for redeveloping Literacy across the 
Western Region will continue to be rolled out over the next two years and, as well as building on Reading, it will also focus 
on Writing and Speaking and Listening. 

What positive outcomes are we noticing?  

Teachers and parents have commented that there is a renewed and strengthened interest by many children across the 
school. At last weekôs School Council meeting a number of parents commented that their children were taking the time to 
talk to family members about all the books they were reading. The teachers in Year 5/6 have noticed that there has been a 
noticeable increase in the interest of all children in reading, and in particular, many boys.       
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SPECIAL  DATES  OF  

I NTEREST :  

 

Term 3 

Monday 7th - Thursday 17th 
September  

Prep to Year 2 Swimming 

Friday 11th September  

Fatherôs Day Sausage Sizzle 5.00pm 
to 6.30pm 

 

Term 4  

Friday 16th October 

Social Evening at the Williamstown 
Town Hall 

Wednesday 2nd December 

CRE Christmas Celebration 

Friday 4th December 

Parent/Community Helpers Morning 
Tea 

Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th 
December 

School Concert 

Wednesday 16th December 

Year 6 Graduation 

 

2009 Term Dates  

Term 3  
13th July - 18th September 

Term 4  
5th October - 18th December 

 

 

Continued next page. 



 

 

This last observation is really positive as we know that many boys start to lose interest in reading in the latter years of 
primary school. 

In todayôs newsletter our Literacy Leaders have provided an extended overview of the Literacy approach that has been 
adopted in 2009. If you have any questions in relation to the ónew approachô to reading this year, please speak to your 
childôs teacher or e-mail your question to us at school and we will respond directly and through the Newsletter. 

YEAR  3 & 4 C AMP  
Our Year 3 & 4 classes had a fantastic week of fun and adventure last week at Anglesea. Well done and thank you very 
much to all the staff and parents who assisted with both camps: 

Camp 1: Virginia Irvine, Sarah Nobbs, Jamie Peters, Sam Cutajar, Michael Jackson and Darren Minns. 

Camp 2: Crissy Samaras, Julie Kelly, Simon Radford,  Tammy Voukelatos, Tamara Fern, Jacqui Wright, Kathryn Bion, 
Brendan Sparke and Simon Ellul. 

POST  FATHER ôS DAY  BBQ  
Just a reminder that a Post Fatherôs Day BBQ is being held at school on Friday (11

th
 Sept). This is in replacement of our 

usual Fathers and Children Breakfast which was not held due the Year 3 & 4 Camp at Anglesea last week. See the BBQ 
note in todayôs Newsletter. If you are able to assist with the BBQ please give Simone a call on 0416130761.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

GROUNDS  UPDATE  
All the work on our National School Pride project is almost complete. The portable seating for both pergolas has been 
ordered and should arrive at the start of Term 4. We will be holding a Working Bee early in Term 4 to tidy and mulch the 
garden areas surrounding the new astro turf areas in the Junior Play area.  

ANNUAL  PARENT  OPINION  SURVEY  
Thank you to all families who completed a 2009 Parent Opinion Survey. All completed surveys  have been  sent off  to the 
data collection agency for processing.   

 

Best wishes to Kylie Clarke who is getting married during the school holidays. We wish Kylie and Grant a wonderful day. 

 

Have a great week, 

Neil Sproal.  
Principal  

EMA CHEQUES  

EMA cheques have now arrived at the General Office for collection. Please note that if you are unable to collect your 
cheque in person, you must send a note giving authorisation for your child to collect it on your behalf. 

Computers For Sale 

We have a number of computers for sale, due to upgrading our existing machines.   The PCs are suitable for accessing 

the Internet or word processing. 

Inclusions / specifications: 

 ΣΩ Ȱ CRT Monitor  Keyboard & Mouse  Intel Celeron 2.6GHz 

 256MB RAM  40GB Hard Drive  Flash, Windows & Open Office Software 

Cost: $50 each. 

If you would like to purchase one of the computers, please contact the office to leave your name and phone 

number.  You will then be contacted if you are allocated a computer. As there are only 4 available, it will be based on 

a first in first served basis. 

Ph: 9397 5722 williamstown.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

ñSTUCK ON YOUò LABELS  

Order forms for ñStuck on Youò labels are now available at the General Office. ñStuck on Youò print: name, pencil and shoe 
labels; clothing transfers; personalised bag tags and more. Orders should be placed directly to ñStuck on Youò and not to 
the school. 

EFTPOS  

Please note that EFTPOS facilities will not be available next Tuesday 15th September. 

mailto:williamstown.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

How has the Reading Hour Program changed at  

Williamstown North Primary School?  

 
It is usual for Independent Reading to take place after demonstration or explicit teaching in Read Aloud or Shared 
Reading so that students may ópractiseô what they have been learning about.  It should be part of the set reading 
session. 

What is learned about students in Independent Reading, informs what is taught in Read Aloud, Shared Reading, 
Reciprocal Reading and small teacher focus groups. 

Independent Reading is taking place when students are able to read the text and can understand what they are 
reading. 

It is important for students of all ages to learn how to self-select what they will read, however teachers must monitor 
and guide this. 

Students need to learn how to choose ójust rightô material for Independent Reading at all age levels. 

The students may also have some óeasyô and óchallengingô reading, however they should know thatôs what it is, 
(easy and challenging) and why they wish to read it, or attempt to read it. 

 

In Prep to Year 2, the Independent Reading Program will include:  

Weekly whole-class focus on a reading skill, or reading comprehension strategy. 

Explicit teaching and instruction through modeling, to increase reading competence. 

A small teacher focus group to reinforce reading strategies and skills. 

Independent readers involved in a range of independent reading tasks such as, listening posts, partner reading, 
visual texts, book discussion, practising reading, comprehension strategies and skills linked to the ówhole-class 
focusô, Classroom Library, Readerôs Theatre and guest readers. 

Active reading whereby students self-select texts in an area within the classroom to read, such as the Classroom 
Library, Cushion Area etc. 

Reading Journals responding to texts. 

One-on-one, or group reading conferencing, linked to Personal Reading Goals. 

Students sharing and reflecting on their ójust-rightô learning goals.  Each student has an Independent Reading 
folder/bag, which includes a number of titles that have been self-selected or guided by the classroom teacher, and 
may be re-read over a period of time. 

 As a óClassroom Helperô your role is to listen to their reading and encourage óbook discussionô. 

 

In Year 3 ï 6 the Independent Reading Program will include:  

Weekly whole-class focus on a reading skill, or reading comprehension strategy. 

Explicit teaching and instruction through modeling, to increase reading competence. 

A small teacher focus group, such as Reciprocal Reading, to reinforce reading strategies and skills. 

Independent readers involved in a range of independent reading tasks such as, Partner Reading, Visual Texts, 
Audio Books, Book Discussion (text-talk), Literature Circles and Readerôs Theatre, practising reading, 
comprehension strategies and skills linked to the ówhole-class focusô, Classroom Library and Guest Readers. 

Active reading whereby studentôs self-select texts in an area within the classroom to read, such as the Classroom 
Library, Cushion Area etc. 

Reading Journals, responding to texts through Book Reports/Reviews, recommendations and Literature Circle 
roles. 

One-on-one, or group reading conferencing, linked to Personal Reading Goals. 

Students sharing and reflecting on their ójust-rightô Learning Goals.  Each student has an Independent Reading 
folder/bag, which includes a number of titles that have been self-selected or guided by the classroom teacher, and 
may be re-read over a period of time. 

Each student is responsible for their self-selected reading materials borrowed from the Classroom, School, Home 
and Local Libraries. 

 

 

Quote:  óSeveral studies have produced consistent findings showing positive correlations between the volume of 
 independent reading and reading comprehension and vocabulary developmentô 

 (Allington, Richard. 2006) 



 

 

Drug    Education - Did   you   Know?  

 Which of the following is correct? 

   A Tranquillisers speed up the central nervous system 

   B Sleeping tablets are not tranquillisers 

   C Tranquillisers are used as a muscle relaxant 

   D Tranquillisers are not addictive 

 

 

Book Fair 2009  

The 2009 Scholastic Book Fair Safari was a great success for our school. The final 

total for sales came to $8,173.39. That means the school has earned around $2,900 

worth of free books for our Library. Thatõs a fantastic result! 

I extend a big thank you to everyone who purchased books at our Fair, and also to Loren Boyd and Sue 

Smith for their great work. I would also like to thank the other teachers who helped;  Felicity Minton, 

Crissy Samaras, Sarah Nobbs, Lynley Walters and Fran McCormick.  

We look forward to another great Book Fair next year!  

Vivien DõAquino 

Resource Centre Manager  

C Tranquillisers are used as a muscle relaxant 

STUDENT BANKING  

 

Donôt forget to bring your pocket money to bank every Wednesday!  

Banking books must be handed to your teacher during the Morning Process, for delivery to the office. 

Banking received after 9.30AM will be processed the following week. 

 

If you need to open your own Commonwealth Bank Student Bank account please see the General Office for an application 
pack. 

CHOCOLATE MAKING DEM ONSTRATION  

On the morning of Thursday 28 August, Prep 2B were treated to a demonstration of chocolate making techniques 
by chocolatier and current William Angliss Institute patisserie student Laura Marion. 

Laura demonstrated how to make chocolates using moulds, and also the production of truffles with plenty of 
student hands on interaction. Truffles were made using Lauraôs own secret recipe ganache centre, which the 
students then rolled into different coatings. Plenty of samples were left behind for tastings and a ñsweetò time 
was had by all. 



 

 


