
 

 

 

Principalôs Report 
 

AN  EXCITING  TERM  AHEAD  
Term 4 is underway and we have an exciting Term to look forward to. Our Preps 
have started with a visit to the Lego Education Centre over the past two days, which 
they have all been really looking forward to. In Week 3 our Year 3/4 children 
commence their annual Swimming Program, followed by the Year 5/6 children in 
Week 4. A highlight of Term 4 is always our annual School Concert. This yearôs 
Concert is set down for Wednesday 9

th
 and Thursday 10

th
 December. Please mark 

these important dates on your Calendar. Information about the Concert will appear 
in the Newsletter in coming weeks. Another highlight for this Term is the Michael 
Jackson Social Night at the Williamstown Town Hall on Friday 16

th
 October. This is 

our highly popular annual school social evening. Tickets are still available for the 
evening and can be purchased from the office at school.  

This Friday evening our Year 1/2 children have their ñBig Night Inò. We wish them a 
fantastic time. Our Prep children are having their ñPrep Tea @ Schoolò on Thursday 
22

nd
 October, with a BBQ, disco and lots of fun. 

W ALKING  SCHOOL  BUS  
In todayôs Newsletter you will see an item indicating that one of our Walking School 
Buses has stopped operating. It is the Champion Road Walking School Bus. We do 
not have sufficient numbers to keep it currently operating. Thank you to the families 
that have been a part of Champions Walking School Bus. Thank you to Sharon 
McKenzie who has been the coordinator for the óBusô and the volunteers who have 
assisted with the operation of the Champions Bus in the time that it has been 
operating. 

N EW  ENGLISH  ONLINE  ASSESSMENT  
Starting next week all the Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 teachers will be conducting the 
new English assessment with each child in their class. These new assessments, 
and the timeline to conduct them, have been mandated by the Department of 
Education.  To enable each teacher to have their two ñassessment daysò, our school 
will have to scale back our support programs, such as Reading Recovery and ICT 
over the assessment period, as well as employ additional óreplacement teachersô to 
teach classes. At the conclusion of these assessments, each teacher will have a 
bank of very valuable data informing them of the progress each child has made over 
the course of the year. This data will feed into the December Student Report and it 
will also be passed on to each childôs 2010 class teacher. 

ENROLMENT  AND  TRANSFERS  FOR  2010  
A reminder to any families whose children will not be continuing out at school in 
2010 to let us know this information in writing by the end of October. This assists us 
with our class preparation for the new school year. 
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SPECIAL  DATES  OF  

I NTEREST :  

 

Term 4  

Friday 9th October 

Prep Fire Brigade Visit 

Year 1/2 Big Night In 

Hoop Time Regional Finals 

Tuesday 13th October 

Family Engagement Working Party  
at 7 pm 

Wednesday 14th October 

Prep Responsible Pet Program 

Zone Athletics 

Friday 16th October 

Social Evening at the Williamstown 
Town Hall 

Monday 19th to Friday 30th October 

Year 3 to Year 6 Swim Program 

Tuesday 20th to Thursday 22nd 
October 

Year 5/6 Beach Program 

Thursday 22nd October 

Prep Tea @ School 

Tuesday 27th to Thursday 29th 
October 

Year 3/4 Beach Program 

Tuesday 3rd November 

Melbourne Cup Day 

Saturday 14th November  

Family Portrait Fundraising Day 

Wednesday 2nd December 

CRE Christmas Celebration 

Friday 4th December 

Parent/Community Helpers Morning 
Tea 

Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th 
December 

School Concert 

Wednesday 16th December 

Year 6 Graduation 

 

2009 Term Dates  

 

Term 4  
5th October - 18th December 

 

 

Continued next page. 



 

 

FAMILY  ENGAGEMENT  W ORKING  PARTY  
The next meeting of the Family Engagement Working Party will be held in the staffroom next Tuesday at 7 pm. The focus 
for the meeting will be a draft Action Plan for 2010.  All parents welcome to attend. 

 
Have a great week, 
 

Neil Sproal.  
Principal  
 
 

COMMUNITY  START -STOP - CONTINUE  BOARD  

The following note was on the SSC Board this  week: 

Swimming Program:  We love the idea of the program but is it worth considering (a) doing the program in warmer months 
and (b) splitting the program over more weeks- once or twice a week? This might avoid high absences due to illness. 

Reply:  The above swimming issues are always two tricky organisational matters when organising our Swimming 
Programs. In relation to the timing of the program, we are hoping  to move the Prep to Year 2 Program into Term 4 in 
2010, when it is somewhat warmer. It is often difficult scheduling programs at this time due to the high demand by schools.  
Again, the decision to run an óintensiveô program for two weeks, or an óextendedô program (one day a week for a Term) is a 
tricky organisational decision. Whatever way we go we disrupt the regular school program. Overall, the school finds 
running an intensive program is less disruptive. Besides, as most Swimming Centres are set up to run intensive school 
programs, it is hard to get a full day set aside for a full Term. 

The school is generally very happy with the way this yearôs Prep to Year 2 Program was conducted. The organisation of 
the program ran smoothly and the participation rate for children across all classes was very high. All lessons generally ran 
well. The location of the Altona Centre suits the school very well. 

EMA CHEQUES  

EMA cheques have now arrived at the General Office for collection. Please note that if you are unable to collect your 
cheque in person, you must send a note giving authorisation for your child to collect it on your behalf. 

 

 

FAREWELL TO ñCHAMPIONSò WALKING SCHOOL BUS 

After almost two years of operation, we would like to bid a fond farewell to the Champions Walking School Bus. The bus 
walked for the last time on the last day of Term 3. The regular walkers have done a great job walking in all weather 
conditions, and have clocked up many walks between them. 

We would like to say a big ñThank youò to all of the volunteer parents who have helped along the way ï particularly Karen 
McClay, Karen Brophy, Helen Simpson, Shona Tudge, Jacqui Koolen, Kelly Banjanin, and Jackie Bower. Special mention 
to Sharon Mackenzie who has coordinated this Walking School Bus since the beginning. It would not have been possible 
to run this Walking School Bus without these wonderful volunteers. 

A few of the regulars on this bus are now competent independent walkers, and we expect more to follow when they, and 
their families, are ready. So the program has been a great success for all involved.   

The Anzac Walking School Bus will continue to operate as normal from the Rifle Range estate on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings.  For more information contact Rachel Roads on 0409 406 465. 



 

 

LABEL, LABEL, LABELéééé 

 

Over the final five weeks of last Term there was $1038 worth of unlabelled uniforms that had to be disposed of. 

Any labelled uniform item was returned via the class teacher. 

Please, please, please label your uniform.  

There are forms in the foyer for mail order labels. Orders attract a small sum towards school fundraising, so you will gain two 
halos via this route!!!!! 

If using pen, please remember that this washes out slowly and fades with time. Also, some names are totally unreadable if 
written over the printing on the label. The surname is the most important piece of information, then at least the item will 
hopefully find its way to a family member. 

This Term can you please keep your eye on hats and regularly check the Lost Property bins for any mislaid items.  

Any volunteers to sort Lost Property on any Friday at 9am for 15 minutes or less in the staff room (coinciding with the Fresh 
Fruit Friday volunteers, so itôs a bit social), please contact Sue Morton  mortons78@bigpond.com. 

 

 

                                                     WOW WEDNESDAY RESULTS ï TERM 3 

(Walk or Wheel to School)  

 

Despite some cold and wet mornings last Term, we are pleased to announce that our school average for walking or 
wheeling to school on Wednesdays has remained unchanged. Over half of our students (54%) are continuing to walk, ride, 
or wheel to school - a fantastic result! 

Year 1S has once again topped the WOW Wednesday ladder as the most active class for Term 3, with an average of 83% 
of the class walking or wheeling to school each Wednesday. What a result! Year 5/6 F and Year 5/6 P were next in line in 
equal second place (68% average), followed closely by Year 3V with 65%. 

 

 1
st
 - Year 1S (83% walked or wheeled to school) 

 2
nd

 equal - Year 5/6 F & Year 5/6 P (68%) 

 4
th 

 - Year 3V (65%) 

 

A full copy of the WOW Wednesday Ladder will be pinned on the Community Notice Board. 

Itôs great to see so many students and parents continuing to walk or ride to school, and we are sure that you are feeling the 
benefits. Even just a ten minute walk or ride a day can help to improve your health and fitness levels, and itôs a fantastic way 
to start the morning! It would be great if we can really bump up that whole school average in Term 4, so letôs make WOW 
Wednesday a top priority in the warmer weather. A suggestion for working parents ï why not leave home a little earlier than 
usual, park the car at least a kilometer from the school (perhaps on Champion Road or Melbourne Road), and walk your 
children to school before heading off again in the car?  By the end of Term you will all be noticing the difference!  

For more information contact the Walking School Bus Coordinator ï Rachel Roads ï on 0409 406 465. 

                  

 

54% 

WOW 
1S 

83 % 

VEGETABLE PATCH UPDA TE 

 

Thank you to all of you have made a contribution to our donations pot. We have been able to replenish some of our 
vegetable beds. So far we have planted coriander, beetroot, carrots, corn, strawberries, zucchini, cherry and grape 
tomatoes, beans, snow peas and cucumbers. We would still like to purchase some more strawberries and develop a real 
herb garden with Basel, Oregano, Mint and Lemon Thyme for this to be a real community garden. We still need your 
support to enable us to achieve our dream! Also, a huge thank you to our coffee grounds fairy, who has helped to protect 
out wonderful vegies from a pest invasion! 

mailto:mortons78@bigpond.com

