
 

 

WORKING BEE  
Sunday 8th November  
9.00am to 12.00noon  

 

Principalôs Report 
Thank you from our teachers. 

Our teachers would like to say thank you to School Council and all parents who 
expressed their appreciation for the work they do at Williamstown North P.S. 

On World Teachers Day last Friday, Sam Cross, a parent on School Council, gave a 
brief speech to our teachers at morning tea on behalf of School Council. We asked 
Sam if we could print her message to our teachers in todayôs Newsletter. I am sure 
that Sam was speaking on behalf of many, many parents at our school when she 
said the following: 

ñI have been asked by School Council to say a few words in appreciation of teachers 
to mark the occasion of World Teachers Day. In doing so, I thought I would try to 
understand exactly what a teacher is. So I did what I was taught to do at my school 
ï I looked up the definition in the Oxford Dictionary. 

Interestingéto teach is defined as: ñto enable or induce a person to do by instruction 
and trainingò.  It then goes on to say òto compel by punishment to do somethingéto 
make person disinclined to do somethingò.  Happily it has been my experience, and I 
am certain the experience of the parents at Williamstown North, that the latter 

definition is not part of the teaching methods adopted by this school. 

The teachers at Willy North do more than instruct, train, compel or even punish.  
They instill a thirst for knowledge, a love of learning, that for most I am sure will last 
their entire life. I donôt think you can underestimate the power of a Primary School 
teacherôs influence over the hearts and minds of our children. Apart from teaching 
the set Curriculum, the teachers demonstrate a sense of camaraderie, peer support 
and friendship that acts as a role model for the development of good social skills in 
the kids. Many parents at the School Council meeting this week commented on how 
willing teachers from other classes are, to help out at events even where their own 
classes may not be involved directly. 

And I think itôs important for you to know we notice these things and we appreciate them. 

Personally, as my eldest daughter reaches her last days in this school, I reflect on the broad variety of teachers she has 
had, both classroom and specialist, each and every one of them bringing a new dimension to her learning, both 
educational and social.  I feel truly lucky that she has experienced all she has. 

So, again, on behalf of School Council, and I am sure on behalf of the parents at Willy North, we would like to thank all of 
you for your wonderful skills and caring practices. 

Iôll finish with a great quote I have read about teachers: 
ñEveryone who remembers his own education remembers teachers, not methods and techniques. The teacher is 

the heart of the educational system.ò  Sidney Hook 
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SPECIAL  DATES  OF  

I NTEREST :  

 

Term 4  

Thursday 5th November 

Prep, Year 1/2 & Year 5/6 Connex 
Safety Incursion 

Friday 6th November 

CanTeen National Bandana Day  
Casual clothes by gold coin donation 

Sunday 8th November  

Working Bee 9.00am to 12 noon  

10th, 11th & 12th November 

Year 1/2 Life Education Van 

Thursday 11th November 

Hobsons Bay Vintage Games 

Saturday 14th November  

Family Portrait Fundraising Day 

Wednesday 2nd December 

CRE Christmas Celebration at            
St Stephens Church 

Friday 4th December 

Parent/Community Helpers Morning 
Tea 

Monday 7th December 

Year 5/6 Funfields Excursion 

Tuesday 8th December 

Year 6 Orientation Day to Secondary 
School 

Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th 
December 

School Concert 

Wednesday 16th December 

Year 6 Graduation 

 

2009 Term Dates  

 

Term 4  
5th October - 18th December 

 

 

Continued next page. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sidneyhook195688.html


 

 

ANNUAL  SCHOOL  DATA :   2009 N APLAN  DATA  
Around this time each year we publish a report on the various sets of schools data that is collected. Over the next three 
weeks we will look at the different types of data. Todayôs data is the annual Naplan data. Naplan is the National Literacy 
and Numeracy testing that occurs in Year 3 and Year 5. All students across Australia sit a set of tests. The individual 
results from these tests have been distributed to the family of each Year 3 and 5 student. Naplan is one of a series of 
assessments indicators which we use to measure student progress. Naplan data is used to measure school achievement 
across the State, as well as Nationally. At this time we do not have the National comparisons for our data however we do 
have the State comparisons. In both Year 3 and Year 5  our students performed at or above the State Mean in all 
measured areas for 2009. The areas tested for Literacy were: Reading, Writing, Spelling, and Punctuation & Grammar. 
Numeracy is a single test area. Areas where an improved School Mean occurred in 2009, were Year 3 Reading  and Year 
5 Numeracy. 

For 2010 our school will continue to give very strong focus to both Literacy and Numeracy across all levels of the school. 
Our teachers have been involved in a great deal of professional learning throughout 2009 to enhance their teaching skills 
in both areas. As families would have read in the Newsletter during the year, we have been very active with our 
involvement in the Western Metropolitan Regionôs Blueprint for school improvement. We have redefined our teaching 
practices in relation to some areas of Literacy and Numeracy teaching. For instance, in relation to Literacy, Independent 
Reading is now a central focus for all levels of the school. In addition, we have developed Classroom Libraries in every 
classroom and Specialist areas to support our Reading program. In terms of Numeracy, our teachers across the school 
have adopted a consistent teaching format for all Numeracy lessons called, óWarm-up-Launch-Explore-Summariseô.  Within 
this format, a key component is focusing on the learning needs of each individual student. Our focus in 2010 in Literacy 
and Numeracy is to build on the strategies which we embarked upon this year. In Term 1, 2010 our school will publish its 
Annual Report which will contain a summary of all learning and survey data from this year. 

Next week in the Newsletter we will focus on the Annual Attitudes to School Survey data . 

 

Have a great week, 
 

Neil Sproal.  
Principal  
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY START - STOP - CONTINUE BOARD  

 

On the Community Board last week a parents commented on the recent plays put on by Year 2M and 2L and what a terrific 
experience this was for the children involved.  A request was made that this activity be considered for all Year 2 classes in 
2010. This request has been passed on to the Year 1/2 Team to consider in their planning for next year. Having said that, it 
is good to keep in mind that whilst all our teachers in each Team operate similar programs, and we have our school wide 
events and activities, we still give our teachers flexibility to add their own flair, skills and talents to their teaching. Some of 
our teachers have a particular interest and skill in Art, ICT or Sport, and of course, these interests and skills come through 
in their teaching. All our classes, for instance, get a chance to participate in drama through our Performing Arts Program, 
and to some degree with our annual Concert. 

Operation Christmas Child  
Operation Christmas Child is a unique project of that brings joy and 
hope to children in desperate situations around the world through gift-
filled shoe boxes. All classes currently have two shoe boxes in their 
classroom waiting to be filled with small gifts for either a boy or girl. The 

shoe boxes are being collected on the 16
th
 of November. We hope to have all the shoe 

boxes filled by that date. 

There are 600 million children in the world, who belong to families whose average daily income is 
$1.25 or less.  These are the children who receive a shoe box through Operation Christmas Child. 

As we are heading into a very busy time of the year, we recommend that students 
bring their small gifts in as soon as possible, before time runs out! 

Examples of gifts are things like, face washers, soaps, socks, stationary, tennis 
balls, small games or small toys.  

Please note: We are not able to put food items into the boxes. 



 

 

WHATôS HAPPENING IN SPECIALISTS ? 

 

Performing Arts @ Willy North  

Verse 1  Join in the Music - become a band member in  2010 
We are currently recruiting students interested in learning the following instruments. 

Woodwind  instruments such as the flute, clarinet and saxophone  

Brass  instruments such the trombone and trumpet  

Percussion instruments 

The instrumental program at Willy North is vibrant and valuable, with all lessons 
occurring after school. The band regularly performs at various school and local 

events. Did you know these facts about playing in a band ?  

1. It assists in building studentôs confidence 

2. It improves the studentôs ability to work as a team member.  

3. It boosts the studentôs brain power. So why not consider our wonderful Band Program for your child in 

2010. 

   

 

 

Verse 2   2009 CONCERT update                                                                                                                                          

Ticket information  

The Ticket Order Envelopes were sent home on Monday 26
th
 October, via the eldest child in 

each family. 

If you have not returned your Ticket Order Envelope, please do so. You have up until Friday 6
th

 

November.  

If you have any ticketing queries please call Wendy Pelns Ross on 0437 047 884, or Veronica 
Stewart on 0417 020 864 

Auditions  

 During the next few weeks the 2009 CONCERT Working Party will be holding auditions. All the relevant information 

has been distributed to the students and has been posted on the Schoolôs website under School Curriculum, 
Performing Arts.  

2009 CONCERT DVD pre- purchase  

The Concert will be recorded by Costello Video and DVC Company. The cost to purchase a DVD is $20.00 and an 
envelope will be sent home in the coming weeks. It is an excellent memento to keep as the children love watching it 
time and time again.  

Coda I am Fran McCormick and I would like to leave you with this quote from Carl Orff, a music educationalist. 

ñMusic is never just music. It's bound up with movement, dance and    

speech, in which one is involved not as a listener, but as a co -performer. "  

Brittany McDonald on flute. 

Tiernan Page on trombone Miles Knight 

on trumpet. 

Emily Cross and Lachlan Henderson on 

clarinet. 


