Problem Solving — 4 Steps

1. See & Understand: Do | understand what
the problem is asking?

2. Planning: Select a strategy, or strategies
from the list.

Plan how you intend solving the problem.

L

3. Doing: Try your idea

{

4. Check It: Did it work?
/ \
If so, reflect on | If not, go back to

the strategies you Step 1.
chose to use.

Ask for help if you
need to.




Draw a picture/diagram
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1. Find the

important words |

in the question

@ Underline them.
@ Write them down.

@ Read them a few
times.

@ Make sure | know

what | have to do. |

2. Look for
0% a pattern

@ Is there a
similar thing
happening over
and over again?

@ Will finding this

3. Guess and
check

@ Think of a
possible
answer.

@ Try and see if
it works.

@ Does the
answer make
sense?

help me solve

the problem?

&ﬁ' B

@ Will something like this

help me? @
@ Will it help me

to see a pattern?

4, Make a table or chart |
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5. Make a drawing |

@ Can | draw about |
the problemin |
some way? @ 9e

@ Will a sketch @ |

help me see
what needs to
be done?

@ When | do this, does

6. Work backwards

@ If | start at the end
of the problem and
work backwards, will

it help?

my answer work?

7. Try a similar but easier problem |
@ What is the same about these two problems?
@ Can | use this to help me |

with the harder problem? f% Do

@ Can [ see a pattern?

—

8. Make a model

me to solve the
problem?

from blocks help
me to solve the
problem?

@ Will a model made
02¢|  ,ut of paper help

@ Will a model made

O
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9. Think clearly

| @ What do | already
.1 Know about the
0o possible answer? |

@ What must the
answer (ook like?

@ What answers
obviously do not |
work?
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